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TRAINING THE CHOIR BOYS OF CALVARY CHURCH
A System That Calls for a Gymnasium as Well as a Piano i
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air me the right ort of boys and I
will make the voice said Lacey Baker
organistcholrmaater of Calvary Churob
whose boys Bang In Parsifal at the Metro-
politan Opera House If a boy ha the
larynx of an and ha not an alert
Intelligence ha can never sing but having
the mind It he la properly trained the voice
will come

Thin Ia not to say that all voice are
equally good but rather that the voice
per M la not of paramount Importance
while t e Intelligence and that which U
perhaps deeper than intelligence U all
Important

A a further qualification Mr Baker
says that light complexioned boy make
the best aingers When uked if he had toy
theory u to why thl U eo Mr Baker said
that be had not but that his observation-
had convinced him of the fact Among
the fifty boys in hla choir there are not
more than half a dozen wbo have dark
hair

It U also Insisted by Mr Baker that It U
only when a boy Is happy and at ease that
be is in good form for singing That ex-

plains the unusual methods Mr linker
nses in training choir boya methods whose
purpose Is largely to establish pleasant re-

lations between master and pupils Thus
when be sees the muscles of a boys face
and brow contract once calls

Easy there Tom a frown does not hslp
but hinders

To insure perfect relaxation together
with vital energy in the boys Mr Baker
conceived an arrangement which makes
possible quick and easy interchange of
Intellectual effort and physical exercise
during his rehearsals There are many
boy choirs that have a gymnasium at their
disposal for a certain length of time but
the rehearsing Is entirely apart from it
Mr Baker la solitary In combining the two

With a grand piano at one end of the
room and a complete gymnasium outfit
at the other Mr Baker devote an hour
and a half each day to providing the right
kind of boy with voices and also equipping
them with a thorough knowledge of mutio
and Incidentally other things that every
boy should know
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Not with the same regularity but as
easily aa a pendulum swings forward and
back the boys go from their seats about
the piano to the gymnasium and return
many times during a rehearsal When
they have been giving undivided attention
for some time to rendering a difficult pas
sage in just the right way if they show
by manner or voice the fatigue which
makes constructive thinking if not im-

possible very difficult if there la the slight
est tendency to restiveness they are swung
Into the gymnasium part of the room by a

Now take to the woods boys from Mr
Baker

With a rush but without urmeemly boWer
ousness they make for the different parts
of the gymnasium A knot of them gathers
four or five deep on the rings each boy
clinging to the one above him and thus
they gaily g rate Others double the
and o on Not a boy falls to continue
to exercise until a note on the piano re-
call them to their work

The rehearsals are hfld every day
but fiuiday It is understood that
members of the choir shall Le present
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OTHER SIDE OF THE BENEFIT PERFORMANCE-

Does Not Always Help the Object for Whlh It Is

Profitable to Some Agents Managers and
GivenIs

Promot rs
The theatrical season which baa just

come to an end richer in benefits for
various purposes than any that pre-

ceded it Whether the beneficiaries of
these perforroanoes were always enriched
la another question In some they
received amounts so small aa to be out of
all proportion to the expense Involved-
To make an outlay of from 5000 to 0000-

in order to earn only JCOO or 700 would
never be considered good business by any
but a benefit committee

The organizer of benefits a a business
proposition ha never met with much suc-

cess here Be thrives best in the small

The method of this person who la usually
feminine is to write to some Institution on
a chance asking if It would not like to have-

a benefit For a small certainty and a
charts of the profit this benevolent im-

presario will organize an entertainment
The financial conditions differ under various
circumstances but the organizer stand to
arn something whatever happena to the

The entertainment may a eerie of
tableaus representing national heroes or it
may be a fairy spectacle The organizer
provides nothing but the training of the
performers and the other details of the pro-

duction
One of these women lately applied to a

well known institution In town and offered
to put on a version of Little Red Riding
Hood which she said certain to be
most beautiful and to draw all New York-
to eo It

All I shall ask of you she said will be
the assurance of a hundred children who
shall come to rehearsal every day for a
month They will not have to be there
more than two hours and the work will be
very easy The costumes can be hired
and the scenery will not cost much
will train the children and teach them the
songs All you will have to do will be to
und the children

That all was of course difficult enough
ID New York Children of fashionable
families here do not take part in amateur
performances nor are they allowed to
mingle promise ously with otherchildren

But the task of the patronessesInvolved
even more than pplylng the children
They had to beg a manager for a theater
ell all the tickets Importune other women-

to act as patroness and see that the affair
the proper publicity This U the real work
of getting up a benefit

Women work themselves into nervous
over those details and are often

put into the disagreeable position of haT
ing to ask favors of women they would
not otherwise have anything to do with

Then after they have worked for weeks
their labor might seem worth while if there
were a substantial sum earned for the
shanty in nine caea out of ten there
I no profit Expenses mount up to an
rtent that the good ladle of the com-
mittee never dream of beforehand Then
the ticket do not go aa one would expect

The organizer ha to have bet certainty
and the charity 1 lucky if it get a few hun-
dred and not face a deficit
InoDt ease this winter the women la
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of a childrens home had to go to work
to get up a second benefit to pay their
loses on the first The loss on a large
eheme of this kind at the Metropolitan

Opera House several years ago
up the thousands

benefits of course make
and in some cases the is substantial-
At an air performance two
more than was result for the
charity and a concert during that
aame for a blind asylum yielded
more than 8000

But in both oases the artist who an

women in wealthy
and influential names Lack of
they labored heroically in advance

on t
of the committee The trouble Is worth-
while however when there la any such
profit aa ha the ease of these two

performances given for charity
net the of
much more than the institution for which
they are One concert during

winter to a wonderful
example of this kind

artiste who appeared received
twice aa much aa they for a
concert appearance money did not
of course 1700
went to their and and
this turn wa more than the charity re-

ceived in spite of the trouble
to which women of the committee

the hire of a hail
elaborate advertising additional musicians
and the numerous expenses that surround
such an enter all the trouble
and outlay of money did more to enrich
the than it accom

for the charity
In the case of recent concert

the result about the earns The two
who got much more than

they customarily at least their
manager did

Be for one two and a
a much aa be ordinarily receives

and the donna half as much
again a her usual fee He made in this
way while in all

risk and outlay and of getting
rid of the not receive

much But the who got the
performance had tho pleasure coming

charity may have b nsflied

that they have made It a flied rule under
no to figure in
and they break tbe rule nobody They
rarely have occasion to deter-
mination If tho women Invited to be

are ambitious for social recog-

nition they find this an easy way to
Such women are

on as liberal givers to charity affairs and
are appealed to

Ono of the kind of
for them Is the method adopted recently-
by a committee of women wanted

benefit to be a financial success above

In tier of
Waldorf end offered them to the smartest
women they know In every the
box to a friend one of the
women on the committee and was Intended-
to be a gift from her

Mot women accepted Then the
list of these around-
to all tbe persons with whom it was thought
they influence The

that of the boxes were otd to
women who wanted to be included in such
a list

Theater managers have grown very

mono
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BOY ON OUrr
at three rtfteamali each week but a
boy may suit himself aa to the days
In this particular in all connected with
the choir work the convenience nay
pleasure of each boy Is considered

This attitude of the choirmaster Is tbe
evident source of his exceptional success
not alone in inciting boys to selfrestraint
and a due consideration of the right of
those about them but In awakening a
sense of personal responsibility a to the
thing they have In hand By tbe work
which he makes a pleasure and the change
of work which is rest Mr Baker keeps the

SOlO

to be failures and not worth the
t imo and trouble taken in them Managers-
will now rarely allow their actors

and testimonials He
never allows his singers to for
compensation permission al

sometImes are to appear
without compensation if that not
Interfere their work at the opera

The prima donnas all make own
rules matter of benefit
Mme Sarabrlch if she sings for
does it for nothing or not at all With the
arrangements Mr Conreld may make

at concerts she nothing
to do

Mme Eame It she is asked to
always ranks It a rule to say that she will

will agree to to the charity an amount
equal at what Mme receive

were It Is not necessary to
that this condition U

with Mme Nordlca is willing

case It IB to her
all that she Is accustomed to receive Mme

proved

in performances oven her
they are paid

now for the
and did so In the case of

to do an If the who asks her

to accept whatever a charity is to

charges
Metropolitan the
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volition of his boys BO directed that they
constantly endeavor to gain and maintain
a high standard of excellence not because
it is his desire that they should but for
the reason that they themselves desire it

There are absolutely no rules no laws
to be broken la this choir and consequently
no fines and no punishments Each boy
U a law unto himself If something is
broken Mr Baker simply says

Ive done the same thing myself It
cannot be helped now but we will try not
to have it occur again

When a new boy comes Into the choir
he says

So long a you are comfortable and
happy atay when you are not go

Last winter during a blizzard a boy who
lives at IPOtb street In order to attend a
rehearsal which seemed to him Important

Snmhrlch organized a concert for the Home

the artIsts were Poles Kdouard de Krezka
and Timothee Adamowski both giving
their services The receipts were nearly
19000

There are still benefits that a real
profit to their promoters and do not Involve
so Thee are
the ones on which very little is expended-
for the artiste who take part all
expense are kept down to a email figure

may not be so brilliant it

of those benefits sold the proprietor
entertainment bureau to a nux reporter

and how fewof them ever tusks money
Most of the women who get them up
silent after the than
let It be known bow little they take
In end how much of goes toward
paving the nxpensee of the affair

for any charity with a large
following to give a at any
that will make money if the affair
managed To several thousand dol-
lars it In necessary to put up a much more
elaborate If promoters will bo
satisfied with 11000 or 1200

All money spent in hanging out posters

for the Blind two winters ago In which all
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Off OUT
started shortly after 12 oclock and was
four hours getting to Calvary Church
That Is an illustration of the zeal the boys
show In their work

While there are no hard and fast rules
tbe mtwf painstaking and exact work la
done When the boys are singing together-
if there Is a voice not quite true that lags
la in any way discordant If the boy dose
not at once criticize himself which he U
expected to do Mr Baker Inquires what
the trouble and Is promptly Informed

It U usual for a boy when he has mado-
an error to raise hi hand and state his

110l0 BOY

in hotfti and to attract the outside
public U waited It doe no harm of course

the benefit but it dos not draw
a cent

In the same way It U not important to
have the artists ma
help doubtful purchaser to seats But

will not to bring in the poople not
Interacted In tho

The tickets mu t lie sold by the patron
ease to their friend It of course

for them to be ablo to that
are going to have suoh and n

sInger or prima donna but It will not much
effect the tickets it
are diligent and do their work oomden-
tiou

There Is one society which gives an
entertainment every year The
sell the fill theater The
entertainment costs loaa than 300 They
dont have Mauds Adam or Mrs or
Scmbrioh or Caruso But they get rid of
the tickets and they never
low than 11000 at of their matln6j
and in somo casea the profits have run up
to 1500

Them It of course especial brilliancy
about tjie pre gr tm But money cornea
in and goe to the charity not to mana-
ger and agents
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THE WILD MEN OF SOMERSET A MAINE
COLONY OF PAUPERS AND IDIOTS

BUTOOR Me May a The bard cider
murder a the killing of William Knight
at West Athens last month 1s called ha
again brought to public notice the col-
ony of paupers and Idiots long known-
in Maine a the Somerset wild
it la probable that an effort will be made-
to dUperee tbeee unfortunates and pro-
vide for them In almsbouse or other in-
stitutions where they may be comfortably
cared for and kept under

a barren region of West Athens Somer-
set county are gathered some scores of
wretched mortals paupers and descendants
of paupers from several towns of the vicinity
who make a pitiful attempt at farming
and are kept from starvation only by aa-

Utance from the poor funds of the towns
where they belong The present popula
tion Is composed almost entirely of two
families the Browns and the Tuttles
whose members have Intermarried for
generations with the result of producing
monsters and some harmless and
some as dangerous a wild beasts

Tbeee are the facts of the hard older
murder Rufus Brown Jr aged 20
killed William Knights of Bingham
and baa since been arrettted and con-
fessed the crime According to Browns
story Knights visited the home of the
Browns where with others be was enter
tamed with hard cider and other refresh-
ments

Brown became jealous of Knights
a loaded shotgun and fired both barrels

at Knights and Mrs Brown neither of
whom was wounded Brown then ordered
Knights from the premises and as Knights
went through the door struck him upon
the head with the stock of the gun killing
him instantly Knights was 0 years old
and leaves a wife and six grown children

The oldest member of the colony is Jed
Brown who 1 OS He born a pauper-
on the farm where he now and
son young Jed and young Jed children
are paupers

The people are not vicious except at
lose Ordinarily they ire tract
able tad inoffensive but their Anapar
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when molested or annoyed 1 hMous
The court record how that in the put

they have troubled the farmers consider-
ably by petty thieving coming down from
the hill and mountains above Brighton
like the Scottish blghUnden to raid the
country They know what the law la but
havent the strength of mind to resist a good
fat sheep or tempting farm product

Abe Brown 1s the most picturesque of
them all He Is about Myears old Is black
hairy and from birth He
la unable to talk hi vocabulary being
confined to a few guttural sounds but he
can yell like a wildcat He gigantic
strength and hat been used aa a beast of
burden for many

has frequently been seen pulling
ahead of oxen on a breaking up plow get-
ting an occasional jab with the goad He
has hauled flour and groceries from
Brighton and Athena for years and fre-
quently In winter drags the women of tbe
fainily down to the village of Brighton
five miles away on a sled

He used to amuse the children in the
village by prancing and kicking like a horse
At one time he got it Into his bead that he
must be tied every time that be went to the
village to prevent his running away and
while the woman be brought to town was
trading In the store he would gnaw tbe
hitching poet outside like a horse

He will obey commands Implicitly and
mischievous people have frequently set
the Door chap to which have caused
serious results to himself and other people
U any one no matter who told him to
take an article Abe has picked it up and I

religiously lugged it home to his mother
He is as easily influenced to deeds of i

violence
Some years ago the authorities of the

town of CcmevQle thought it would be
better to support the Browns on Come
vllle town farm than In Brighton and so
they sent up officer to compel the exodus
of the whole family The order caused a
mighty uproar
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of tbe fatally Informed Abe by signs of what
was going on and he fell to blubbering like-

a great baby but suddenly one of the women
put an ax In his hands punched him and
snouted

Mow em Abe
Instantly Ab was transformed into a

manlao giant With fire in his eyes he
dashed upon the officers and would
have worked havoo had not some one
shot him in the leg Since then he
bad a mortal fear of a gun and will run
like a deer if any one makes believe to take
aim at him

The women of the Brown family are not
exactly of tbe clinging variety When a
deputy sheriff of Athens a few ago
went up to the Tuttle borough after some
cattle Tuttle at hUn
with buckshot and was only driven out
of the field the grit of officer who
secured tho cattle drove them away
before him

It U n dismal region where these wretches
exist Once there were good farms there
but in many has become

and Several farm have been
abandoned Others are occupied by the
shiftless people who core bare
existence

four miles along the highway load

merous families hut every one U eup

deuce It U a though tho region were-
a land of sills paupers Some of
the men are

lack the faculty of making a living
for themselves

TIle people have been driven back to the
outskirts civilization b yond the reach
of Influenced sad cures

work on their forma but whatever
stock or crop they U sure to oe
gobbled some one with whom they

when winter comes on are
destitute They are Invariably worsted
In dicker cant temp-
tation to swap

to the wild men of Somer-
set U one of the greatest social
In Maine today one seems much
interested solution although every
year the Christian people of the

liberally to for the benefit of-
i land m
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mistake When he does not he practi
cally acknowledges a double dereliction
M It Is counted that he is lacking in musi-
cal Judgment and Attention or 1s Inclined
to shirk his responsibilities

Nothing is allowed to pass unchallenged
and such is the standard that these boys
sing acceptably with accomplished musi-
cians Sot long ago the Mendelssohn
Club invited the Calvary choir boys to do
some work with them A number was
proposed which the boys bad not seen
before They read it with ease and to
the surprise of the men sang It with them
satisfactorily

Under those circumstance Mr Baker
praise U highly regarded Thus during
the rehearsal of a dimoult piece the other
day be turned to a fair bright faced boy
one of the seniors from among whom the
soloists are selected and that
he sing the for them When the
little fellow whose voice is like a perfectly
tutted sliver bell had rendered it moat
bsaiiMfallr Mr Baker aid smlllngi

Will you remind mo Lincoln to raise
your salary It la safe to say the com

asked
passage
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mendation this banter Implied was a
gratifying In a way aa a veritable raise
of aaiary would have been for there is not
a boy of the fifty that makoup this choir
who does not priM the leaders

The use of the blackboard In training
choir boys la common but to use It to Illus-

trate mistakes U not isual Mr Baker
Is very particularon to enunciation and a
thorough believer in a natural ton and
cleancut wording When Uio boys were
rehearsing for Easter as they finished
singing Mr Baker wroto the following
line on the blackboard This is the day
the Vrd has risen wo will rejoice and be
glad In nit assuring them that they had
sung the last word just as they saw It

not neceeaary for Kim to repeat a criti-
cism made In title way

In speaking of lib work Mr Baker says-
i he has never yet foind n boy who was In

corrigible When in Philadelphia he
choir from the Mums no trouble

with the boys Ho Is often surprised when
mothers oomo to him to ask how their
boys are getting on and assure him that
they have aerie s trouble with them at
home and in school With him their con-
duct left nothing to desire

Mr Baker showed himself a muter of
diplomacy long before he leean training
choir boys in New York While he won
in Rome he met AbtxS Liszt and Lint
declined absolutely to play for societies
The Artiste Club of Rome was very anxious
to have him play at one of its meetings
and to Mr Baker was given the difficult
task of getting the master to the meeting
and inducing him to play

After much urging and with the distinct
understanding that he was not to be asked
to play Liszt consented to be prwenti
After a time Mr Baker seated himself at
the piano and began playing very badly
one of Liszts ihnpeocioe At hut in addle 5

tion to bad rendering he Yentured Inter-
polation of his own ThIs was too much
for the composer and rushing tbepUno
he thrust Mr Baker aside and played the
rhapsody a only ha could play It Mr
Baker bad accomplished purpose but
the relations between himself and LUz were
ever after a little strained
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FIRST SERIES OF PHILIPPINE STAMPS-
i

To B Used on July 4 Next American and Filipino Patriots
to Figure on Them

WtsuiNorox May e The gift of a new
kind of money from Uncle Sam furnished
the Filipinos with substantial grounds for
a grand celebration lost 4th of July This
Uh of July the Filipinos will have another
cause for Jubilation

On that day tho will be supplied with-

a new and distinctive series of postage
stamps of all denominations This will
mark an epoch In the history of the islands
They will be tbo first real Filipino postage
stomps ever used

For sentimental reasons this new Issue of
Philippine stamps will possess great interest
for the people of the United States al-

though they will not available for postage
here any more than are Cuban stamps Upon
alx of the denominations will appear por
trait of distinguished citizens of the United
States

The four centavo corresponding to our
two cent stamp will bear the photograph
of William McKinley This will be the
first time the face of President McKinley
has had a place on a postage stamp

At the time of his death the Post Office
Department bad under consideration a new
series of stamps and immediately there
developed a strong sentiment in favor of
honoring Mr McKinley with a place on one
of the denominations This could not be
done without displacing Washington Frank-
lin Lincoln or Orant provided McKInley
was to have a place on a stamp of general
use

In view of the fact that Franklin por-

trait had appeared on our stamp of lowest
value from tbe time of the Issue of our first
stamps and Washington had always oo
oupled a similar position on tb stamp
carrying domestic letter mall It wa
aided not to disturb them Then there
waa serious discussion of the proposition to
issue a mourning stamp bearing the bead
of McKinley but this wa also abandoned

Now McKlnleys taco will appear on a
postage stamp and it will adorn the stamp
used by the people liberated from the yoke
of Spain during Ills Administration

Tho new series of stamps for the Philip-

pines will consist of tho same number and
denominations expressed In oentavos M
the current issue of United State stamps
The designs will br as follows

Two centavo t cent Hurt of Rlsal
the Idol of the Filipino who was executed
by the Spaniards because of hU activity

f dom
will carry tbe bulk of Philippine dome Uo
mall

Four centavos Hurt cf McKinley
Six centavo Bust of M well in discoverer

of the Philippine
Elgtit ceotaro Ilut of Lersrt who flint

PhIlippines
Ten centavot Bu t of Gee Layton killed

In the Philippines
Twelve ceruvo Bunt of Abraham Lincoln
Sixteen cenUvo Burtof Admiral Sampson

centavo Oust of Wash-
ington

TtrentyMx oentave Butt of Ctrrlede the
Bpanhb philanthropist whose benefactions
provided Manila with Ha tint water sup lr-

Thlrtrjpentavo Butt of Franklin
One two four nndtcn peM btarth cost

of arms of the FUlpleos no portraits
Ppcl nrr of

iMuangtt boy a mndef UitiUmMtnt

1

for hi couch This stamp

MtlbllsbedclrU government In

Tweet George
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famous Mount Havou atthe
The queaUoa naturally arises Why should

Admiral Sampson bo honored by a plaoi
on the stamps rather than Admiral Dewey
The explanation Is simple

Tbe policy of the Government doea not
permit the placing of portrait of persona

living upon postage stamps The
scheme of the Insular Bureau contemplated
representation on the series of stamp of
American officers who participated the
land and sea operations whlob resulted
in the acquisition of the Philippines ahd
Admiral Sampson was the only commanding
officer of high grade not now living

The placing of Franklin and Washington
on the of the Philippines Is also a
bit of sentiment two postage
stamps ever issued tho
Government were the live cent faoo of
Franklin and the ten cent face of Wash-
ington In 1847 Since that date these two
faces have appeared on every series of
postage is

aim Id now Lo continued on the
of the colonies

Postage stamps have been In use
Philippines adios ISM They were Spanish
stamps the United States
in 1898 sInce which time the United States

with the printed
diagonally across the face of the stamp
have used

From 1854 until 1890 the bore the
portraits of Isabella arid King

followed Ly the face of the S

King lUlL These
were known a the head and
this design continued on all Spanish and
colonial stamps until ISOS

peared These stamps had into of 3-

aketcb submitted by a native
and the selection and

of the designs for Iho new

consulted
While the stamp will be

Filipino in a Undo Sun will ctlll
Ida Interest in the uvutaw

of his ward the use of nn inscription in
small letters at the top of e

the Philippines U H A and
the currency will be the basis
oentuvos English language
will bo applied as for example two cente
yes centavo

The Filipino stamp of the denomination
of one in our

onetwentieth of a omit Grading
from one mll ima are five

tnlermodlte denomlm tUrns the
value of two the equIvalent of

But this am ll In value as It Is
doe not hold the record In U73 for a
special a sbrnp was beLied worth

unused condition It U now a very rare
stamp and collectors will my t for

and It 1s worth 13 alter having been
used

The stamps of the United Rules sur
have nil of tbe

watermarked variety In IMS u few theft
of the CO tint wore by mistake sur-
charged on unwttter
ma still remaining In the vault

stamps sell to collectors for 1310
each

early of the Philippine are
very rare worth to

each for Intrinsically of
rah of tvo and a half
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